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NEWS LETTER
from
CHUNGKING WEST CHINA

April 20th 1926
Dear Friends:-

The preparation of this letter was begun several
weeks ago. Presure of other duties first and sickness later has
caused this long delay in finishing it. Bishop Bashford was wont
to tell of his experience in trying to keep the Board informed of
the situation here during the time of the Revolution. He sent a
weekly cablegram giving his estimate of the situation to that mo-
ment. His story is to the effect that invarably he had to follow
this cable within the next two days with another saying, "Situa-
tion chenged, outlook entirely different", I find that I must
change radically some of the statements made in my letter of a
month ago.

Politically Szechuen is enjoying comparative peace just
now. You will probably be safe in thinking that when this letter
reached you that condition will not hold. A month ago we were on
the verge of war., A little fighting took place at luchow above
Chungking but nothing like we feared. I am not predicting how
long this peace will continue. I could almost pursuade myself
there has been some progress in this line of late, that a real and
agressive public opinion is being aroused against the incessant
warring of the militarists,

Partly, perhaps in large part, because of this change in
the political outlook there has been a radical lessening of the
famine danger in the province. In my letter a month ago I was com=-
pelled to make much of this situation. Since last Winter I had
been making inquiry by letter to all parts of the province and crop
conditions together with the military, brigandage, and opium evils
seemed to meke a real famine inevitable in spite of there being no
widespread drought or floods. Until the past month has the situa-
tion has been ominous. During the past three weeks the price of
rice has fallen about 30% and the situation has eased up corres-
pondingly. There are some districts where relief is still nceded
but $150,000 has been granted to the Szechuen International Famine
Relief Committee of which I am secretary from the Customs Surtax
and this will pretty well meet the most urgent nead.

When will China have a stable Central Government to which
these distant provinces will give allegiance? A few weeks ago
there was what was purported to be an election of a representative
from this district to the People's Assembly in Peking., I asked a
Chinese friend, a teacher in the government school where I am giv-
ing a few hours each week to the teaching of English, about ithe
elegction. "Not many people voted", he said. I asked about how
many. . "Oh, perhaps one hundred in the city", he replied. I was
rather astonished. Chungking's population is estimated at from
600,000 to 800,000, "Yes, but more than three hundred thousand
votes were reported for the successful candidate", he said., How
was that? He didn't know, he said. That seemed the way elections




were carried on, "Did you vote®f I then asked, "No", he replied,
and to the question as to the reason he had no answer except that
it seemed no use to vote. "What kind of a man was elected? Is he
a good representative for this district?® I asked. "Oh, I cannot
say as to that", he replied., "You see he is a relative of mine".
and this man was a school teacher, well above the average in train-
ing and knowledge of affairs, quite widely read in English as well
as Chinese. One hundred votes to elect a representative in a ecity
of three quarters of a million! and three hundred thousand voted
reported for the successful candidate. I did not ask whether or not
there were other candidates.

Student agitation against Christianity continues in
rather a sporadic way on the street. Easter passed with no particu-
lar attacks. I think there is little question now but that what
agitation there is stirred up by a few paid propagendists who are
using the students. The worst feature of the whole business is the
effect on the students themselves and the loss to them. Every pre-
text for a holiday is siezed upon. I have been teaching in a govern-
ment school a few hours each week. How many days I have gone to my
class only to find that it is a holiday for celebrating some event.
The holidays of the past seven months would sum up into many weeks.
Government schodls are less able to enforce discipline than mission
schools,

Recently a significant action was taken by members of the
Chungking Chamber of Commerce. This action or agreement was not
spread upon the records but was arrived at by a semi-official meet-
ing of representatives of each of the businesses in the Chamber., It
was to the effect that henceforth no student of High School or
College would be taken into the employ of these firms. Rather they
would employ young men of lesser education and train them into the
work. One exception was made to the rule. IF THE RTUDENT CAME FROM
A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL he would be given a chance if recommended by the
school authorities. It means that the students have been made the
tool of the Communist propagandists to such an extent that they are
making themselves not wanted in the business and commercial world.
Christian character makes itself felt upon the students in our
mission schools and this is being ackmowledged by this action of these
business men. I have faith in the students of China in spite of the
excesses of the past year.

Mr. T'ang is principal of a High School in Kiangpeh. He
is one of the men cooperating with us, or with whom we are coopera-
ting in the Institute for Community Service in that city. His bro-
ther, a man who spent five years in America, recelving his M.A. degree
from Cornell and from Harvard, is principal of a Technical High School
and is the president of our organization. They are of the most in-
fluential and wealthy family in Kiangpeh. Recently at a dinner given
in our new building, an official dinner to witness to the removal of
the public library to the new quarters in our building, the matter
of taxes came up in conversation. Some officials were present who
had been instrumental in impdsing a new tax on market products brought
in by the farmers., It was especially burdensome and unjust and in
the midst of the discussion Mr. T'ang rose in wrath. He said that
coming along the street he had seem this notice and had torn it dowm




and trampled upon it. Why? Because it was unjust and oppressive,

He said he thought it time to take a stand against such things and he
was willing to make known his stand as against it. "Some of you will
hate me for this", said Mr. T'ang. "I don't care. I a'm going to
oppose such measures even if it cost all I have and my live too., I
Have been reading the story of Jesus Christ in the Gospel. That is
what we need. He gave his life and I am willing to follow that exe
ample®. Neither of the T'ang brothers are church members, Perhaps
they never will be. But their eyes are Jesus and when that happens
to aman something is going to come of it and I am not going to ques-
tion as to whether or not the man in a church menber.

When Bishop Grose was with us for our Annual Conference
we were invited to a feast at Kiangpeh in furtherance of our work
there in the Institute. The leading men of the city including the
Magistrate were present. By his conversation and his address
following the dinner the Magistrate showed a keen grasp of the situa-
tion as regards China just now, her military troubles and her gigan-
tic problems. He gave frank testimony to the idea that the country
needed the help of the Christians. He thought the government, the
schools, and the Christian Church must work together to meet China's
need., Bishop Grose asked him if he had any particular message for the
people of America. "I am going to America in a few weeks and shall
be glad to take any word you may wish to send", said the Bishop. The
Magistrate answered, "the conditions in your country are so different
from those of my people that there is no other way to describe that
difference execept heaven and hell, Tell your people that we are
in hell here in China and that if they can do anything we want their
help®. That Magistrate has since been appointed to a higher office,
the office of prefect of Eastern Szechuen., Not all of the officials
of China are corrupt grafters. Some are truly and sincerely desirous

of serving their country. They are simply baffled by the enormity
of their problems.

1 think there is no question but that the tremnd of our
work here is rapidly towards a united Church for China. We are not
troubled with denominationalism in any sense here in Chungking.

We have just recently formed the Chungking Christian Council to help
in unifying and coordinating our work in the city. All the Protes-
tent Christian work in the eity, except that of the Seventh Day Ad-
ventists is united in this organization. Under its auspices the
Christians here are launching out in a new enterprise, the publica-
tion of a Christian Daily Newspaper. Most of the newspapers are
anti-Christian in their attitude, For many years the Chinese Chris$
tians have desired a Christian newspaper. By their own initiative
they have now begun the publication and it given every promise of
strdng and helpful life. We are dding all we can to aid in this
unified and unifying work. I hope that when the hour comes we nis-
sionaries will not stand in the way of a truly united church in China.

As to progress in our church work here in the city, how
shall we count progress in these days? We are not increasing fast
numerically. A few additions at each quarterly conference and a few
baptisms, This means much in this time of rabid opposition. But I
am very sure there is more progress than is thus indicated. There
is coming a better understanding of the meaning of Christianity,




both to those in the church and those outside. For this we can be
thankful to the anti-Christian Movement. It has shaken us, shaken
us up towards higher ground. We missionaries now have our real
opportunity to make Christ known. I think truly we never did have
such a matghless opportunity to 1lift Christ up, to make Him known.
The great issue has been clearified by the ements of the past year.
We are here not as representatives of Western Civilization, not a®
organizers of a religious organization having its headquarters in
America or England. We are here to help in the Chinese Christian
Church, yes, to some extent., But more than anything else we are here
now to bring individuals to a knowledge of God thru Jesus Christ as
we know Him in personal experience. MAnd for this work the door is
utterly open, through personal contacts and frienships with students
and teachers, and the beat of all classes,

The church itself is taking up its burden of increased
self support staunchly. In 1922 our Chungking church made a great
sensation in church circles in West China by raising $1000 towards
the years budget. Last year about §1500 was raised and at a recent
meeting of the logal Board of Stewards a budget of $2000.00 exclusive
of the help given by the mission for pastors support was agreed upon.
We have just divided our work into two eircuits, the Lewis llemorial
Institutional Church forming a separate circuit. You probably know
that the Lewis Memorial church is not yet builded. Due to the tragic
slump in our Boards receipts the past three years this project has
had to be layed aside. But we are still carrying on and our work is
growing in spite of the abscnce of habitable buildings. We sincerely
hope the building project can soom be taken up again.

One building of the plant we have been able to atart. A
school building in another part of the city was sold to the W.F.M.S,
for a Girls School and with the proceeds we are ereeting a three
story Boys School on the Lewis Memorial site, the same to form part
of the plant., Without experience in building I have had to superine
tend this building. The work is progressing nicely, the past two
weeks in spite of my being unable to be on the ground at all., The
fact is that on Sunday, April 1llth Doctor Gentry sent me to bed and
I have been here evern since. The last two days he has allowed me to
set my typewriter up in front of me on the bed but still decrees
that I must remain in bed at least until Monday. I hope to be out
and at any work again next week,

Greetings to you all. Keep China on your heart and in
your prayers these fruitful days. We are glad to think you keep
us there also.

Yours in His service

Mr. and Mrs W.A.McCurdy
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airly quiet with us these days. students are
ing up a sporadic attack against us but it 1s plainly just

what can be stirred up by a small band of paid propagandists.

Students themselves are all right except that they are letting
hemselves obe used, They are taking every occasion for release
from studies, a terrible waste of precious time. I'm teaching

8 hours per/ week in a government school and alf the time am !
relieved from class because of a holiflay, Independence of Szechuen
or Independence of the Board of Education, or Independence of

the Street Cleaniny Department or something about that foolish

occasion for a holiday.

are
&4

No warring just now. Yang Sen is at Wanhsien and told
Bob Service (arrived recently from Shanghai) that no matter what th
other generals did he was not going to fight. Probably be fight-
. ing by the time this reaches you. Yuen Dsu-ming still holding
-7~ the stage in Chungking and d#s trict but mere willing to divvy up
/ ~with Lai Shin-nuei and others since their big threat against him.
Famine situation greatly relieved by the change and looks as tho
y we were going to get oy without agftping serious that way. Some
~ bad spots.
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{ We're moving toward a united church in China. Keplar
3w up from Nenking making overtures to the Canadian church. They
E(éqare willing. Yang Fah-san says he has had that idea for 20 years.
~ We now lave the Chungking Christian CQuncil quite well organized
and I think this is a step towards one church. There is no denom-
immtionalism as such here in C_ungking. We're working as one
church right now. My I‘eSi)unSilf)ility being confined to the city
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and without a real plant of my own in which to work gives me

time to meet with the brethren more than most and as a result I

am a bit "over committeed". But perhaps it isthe best way to

work right now as the comm.ttees are Cninese, not_foreign. I am
missionary secretary of the Chungking Christian Council, the
English secretary, that is. Also working on the Student Coimittee
and the Industrial Work Committee of the same organization. Just
the day before I came to bed we had a meeting of about one huddred
leaders from all the churches here, completing the organization

of the Council and having a good time generally, an all day meet-

_i_li'u'.

You will be interested that we have.begun the publication
of the lonf desired Christian daily newspaper. It's been going
nearly three wecks now and shnows no signs of an; ' * weak-
ness., It is called the "Shin Shin Jih Pao", in English would
be the New New ly Paper. Probably the name real means mush
more than that Anyway it is going nicely. I am doing my best to

"0 about four hundred letters
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out to the missionaries of these three provinces, Have gotten
some subscriptions but not too many yet. I believe we're going
to make this paper go. This is strictly an indigenous projec A

[T ! in Chungking raised $800.00 and $400 was voted
but
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make out a working program for that tir ee or

& ne ed about %1500 gold from America to do it.
For that much with what I can get locally I can remake that Reading
Room S0 a8 to take care of seventy or eighty readers. Now crowding
in about forty and the bui ding low and unattractice. Want to
raise it su it can be opened into the lecture hall for ectures,
raise the roof and iden it about ten feet wider. I can do this
A (o 1 o i 500 oxr 600

ve
v

widen the preaching hall by putting up a
11 a feel to the right of the present side, 4
4la roof over and altogether make it capable of seating 600 or 700
people. Can do that for 200 or 800 gold. iy L' 3)(; the meeting
pl ce for the Christian Cuncil 11()',;LJ_11 g, all the unign meetings 1
;_,‘_i;L\M‘LQ,o—W",L WWVWUC‘MA 3 Y L/‘.], La«t/& A2 S
nt about oUU <,\ nk 1ty Vgl l'_Ln‘;fL(;L‘u\ rten _,::I_ ce
\;J;u“am » in 40 kiddies L;,GL:;, he best kindergarter
We can as well have twice tat many and access to
und .
That 1s the Ke &
L Lpuud iive ‘b{ the space cleared, a fine play-ground.
the w: .’LQI_ I've built AT OV na 46 mu be peid for and it must
levelled and equipped. C i,L to have $500 Or £60C yLa o Tor
L JU‘), O 40 “;_u _'_'J_ M, i Llck | LS ; { ) .i"\_‘ut, '
thers are for thee or four years use so part of cos
e in a sense lost. But think of the work we are «)Lun_uiuu P a
this SI: all costy I .want to get $1500 fr America. Can you dror
ny hint where it will do good. Some fellows ougnt to oe Looking
for such opportunities ., And t to build dormi-
tories and libraries at the Univer
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of op.ortunity for making Christ known as we C
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Dear Friendsi- q %

Two months ago we ware heving & truly fine Annual

conference session at Suinin One of the outstanding
of that conferencc was the ve ,r splendid spirit of fel
ve tween Chi=-

prevelent, voth as among the isiueu urgt“rem and as
nese and foreigners. Today we are in O
little world has be n stagoering r tipeily!
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Ut we were IMALACQ pLe dri il out 01 o&¢

i * e o Lagn oo X s Whevavy & oo 4 ~ 4 o deogy om by s n
T0y any nontis nas L@ re ovecn as little disturbangs

impressions
owship

reeal Our

chuen. Yot
and anti-

: ariu?.x.m trouble in Chungking as those last wecks before we
Lwt. But after the Bankow ruction &t Vew Years time the Consu-

lar and Saval au i;.,urit.z,:._.; be an exerting presaure to

Bve all

Americans ‘vucuctca from the interior of China. Itsemmed at
first just ancther "flare" of the constantly recurring rumeurs

and was b ughed at and forgotten. DBut eventually the

pressure

vecame 80 iusistant and gtrong timt we werec forced to consider
it seriously and evontually to caplitulate. It is impogeible to

deseribe to you the strugsle that went o¢ in our minds during
those days., 1t wae sc utterly unthinkable that we should leave

when eversthing about us was so guiet and relatively

dne t.ing that weighed R rgely in our tiinking was the

that cur government wanted us out in ord r that taer

friendly.

L] -
feeling
ne no need

of interventicn in cave of danger to cafe guard Americans. Tere
gonally we should all stand solidly &g dinst any such intervention

under any circumstances but we arc { to control

governnen t

and naval policy in such c¢uses not & 1 gonginced that
were doing the right tuing ..\zt we bowed to the deecision of the
majority whichh followed the advice of the American consgul and the

pighop.,

n} B ve now O

4

>
: L ave v indiente thitevacuation was
nais developed even 'et Lo indicates thalevacuat | we :
v p ¢ developed that evacuation was unnec-

ﬂ’iﬁj.:ar:\[. ith the exception of the hospital force, ‘{f‘ili-Q‘-‘a» for the
most part remaimss in Cku.“,-\iu , every one of our Lesion ar

Y the other hand it has nét

in Shanghal. The ut.sers »ucw»;, L to leave very goon.,
was in Chengtu wic - came and is now on

N s o o a8 3 ' e ¥ I
en i Shanghal pore than two we
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necessary.

noéw
M ohon Grose

nis way down.

is accom m'l',rim; a roug of our wormr ;ro:v:;- "‘s‘ggng;‘gu. Tp to
a few days ago it was rep orted that about sixty missionaries,
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Americuens and Canadians, were remaining in Chengtu in B?;Ei 9{ .
the urging from Consul and 1ishop to come out. Lateatht% ?;Laiﬂ
indicate that most of these have now left or ar soon 2%v1n?
Chengtu. It s ems tnat less than one fourth thq.ﬁ18?10n§rj” i
persuvnnel of the entire ppovinge is remaining. fost of these are
in out stations.

You can perhaps conceive in part tae spate of our minds
tie se days. Our work, Oour nomes, »HF.WAOlv life dirgction, are
back i Szechuen and the future is entirely cbscur d by the fog
of t is present situation. With the Soviet uﬂylstakably playing
a very large pert, exerting every efycrt to drive gap.,@rigtiag .
teaching, there is no telling what the future of mlsslongrj effor
in China is to be. As socn as Pishop (Grosc arrives we §;a11 meet
together and with all the facts to date at hand we shalf tryhto
map out the immediate furure. From the yrescnp agploax I mve
no doubt the autrorities will all.w nC women and children to go
intc tne interior for some monthe. Waat then?

Personally I feel that we could oe garrying on now with
noc interference or danger. At the same time I :now hat there was
nothin: else to do but come out when ordered. and it is toc true
that without a real gove: rment and with the mob spirit 2:10ng ?e
laborers growing as it apparently is in Yankow, anything cap hap-
en and happen suddenly. And if Britein is unable to pull thru
this trouble without resorting to war measures, then even our
staunchiest Chinesc friends feel that we could not safely rermin.

gs bsélutely certain. One of these is
that Christianity is planted permanently in China. I have seen

it and felt it in the lives of the Chinese. Our Christiangs will
experience _reat difficulty in carrying on our church organiaation,
if they Bve to, without help. But Christisnity will survive.
Secondly I am convineed that missionary help is still sorely needed.
And in spite of present difficulties I am sure we shall find some
way Lo work wita the Chinese church. Our CThristian lezders are
strongly convineed of their nee:i of help and feel that cur Reaving
sill mean disaster to the church. Perhape it will be so temporarily.
3ut it may well prove tihe wisest move for the permanent welfare.
Perhaps in no other way could the final move in the process of
change from a Mission Church tc a Chinese Cyristian Church he mede.
And now that we are out even temperarily I feel that we should get
pefere returning the word f:om the Chinese church as to what mis-
gionary help they desire. Ve must a: them to size up their needs
and thd r work and invite such missicnary help as they feel neces-
SETY «

Of some thi. gs I am e
T

It is very possible that we shall not be atle to carry
hristian schools for & time tho as yet we are still carrying on
Zecuuen. ut in some places the regudtions promulgated by
he Nationalist 1 cal officials where the radical "left" is in con~

1 make Christian schocls absoclutely impossible. But there is
a terrific strug. le going on in the RKuomingteng Party between the
two wings and this stru;zle s:eug certain to eventuale in armed co
flict. I think there can be no doubt of the outcome. Chins wil?

-




not become either Communistic or Bolshevistic. And I feel sure
that she will not be, is not now, anti~-Christian. It is only &
small student fa tion meny of the leaders of whom have been privel-
eged to have freentravel to and study in Russia that are anti-
Christian. There are of course some who quite honestly feel that
religion, all religion, is a hold over from a creulous and unscien-
tific past, and that it is unnecessary in this day. They oppose
Christianity because Christianity is evangelistic and aggressively
g80. With the present governmental chaos the anti-Chriatian group
can create much navoc.

We shd 1 try to write oftener and keep you posted as
wel! as possible with devel pements. lMeanwhile keep faith in the
real Cpina. God is here in this people and the sk 1l not be lost
from Him. Pray for China and for us.

Faithfully yours

De.r Jim:-

: Just an: line to add to this too lengthy letter to the
Asbury-Deleware church. Mighty glad for your good letter of some
weeks (months?) ago received in Chungking.

What are we going to do? ishop Grose is now here
and we are meeting this P.M. to have a go at the problem. What
would you say to our staying out of West China, all but perhaps
one or two men, and give the church there a chance to size up their
situation and needs and then tell us what missionary help is absolut
ly necessary for the churches welfare? 1 mean stay ou a year or
so, at least 1 ng enough for them to have ti'e and experience to

e

make decision on. What we would do in the meanti e I don't know.

Problem of living on our salaries i s becoming more
qgute. We lMcCurdys are not able to do so. There are reasons why
Kleanor should be in America this Summer. She wants to go hnome
and wants me to look for & job! We surely have been much expense
and little work for the Board of Foreign Missions this past ﬁfﬁi\
That is merely a personal problem, et not quite merely. If we
were any good we ought to be needed as much as any missiocnaries in
Chungking and therefore ought not to quit if we can be used. On
Luf opucr hand if we are so built that we can't keep within our
salaries (as we hBven't been able), even if it is just because we
arf nct unselfish enough to economizeas we could, we ought to get
ont. i

. R Don'! l;,‘ locse falith 1in China . If we of the West were only
Christlan encugh we could me=t the present situation and make it
issue for the world's gocd. Put at ¢he present stage one cannot
expect tco much of Britain. They mmve made an astoundingly good
Uffgr to China. It lcoks as tho this offer were going LB fail to
ﬁgag'tg Sctilo:enh. Pritains troops in Shanghai bl ck setﬁlewent.
ernaps theWationalists are right but I am inclined to think the




real reason for the impasse is the radical wirg, really the
Boviet, being determined that no settlement will be reached.
The real issue now is between the Soviet and ingland. And I am
not prophesying now it is going to issue.

Heard a fine address by T.Z.Koo the other night. up-
pose. to be on the Christian Church in the present situation but
was in la rge part an analysis of tle Mgtionalist Movement. It
was good, splendid, and gave me a great boost. It was tle
man himself showing thru his speech, Iis insistance on the spir-
itual significance of the situation, rather than any one thing he

said that was so hopeful to me.

Don't lose faith in China and don't let some present
fog and smake make you forget the great future. can imagine
it rather difficult for you to make a telling address on Chin:
and the neeu of missions just now. We ma be at home in
attempting the same thing=--- if I don't lmve a different
g railroad or something else.

We're all quite well, living at 1860, small apartment
on lower floor to the left, and eating at YMrs. Main's table. We
are finding Mrs. Main quite different than we lm ¢ thought from
some others expressions. She has surely be:n fine. .nrall this
rush. Rapes, Worths and 'r two children are all
he:e and boarding with Yrs Main. Peaats are about five minutes

distant.

. ¥l
s tentry ana he
v

Tove to you all from all the Macs. P11 trvy 1o weite
| ive my poor dutlook at the situation.

Sincerely

Jlae




NMareh 30, 1087,

ny letter to the mffalo Church sent
henghal arrived yesterday. 1 was exceedingly
1t. T heard rocontly that you and
sevepa! others had gone to Poking to work thore. I
very meh hope that you will be able to carry on,
hogh T fear that the wrotehed policy of our governw
e may make 1t lmposeible for any forelgners to
ain in China anywhero. -

lad to get

o having a lot of opportunitles to
, 211 T can to talk on tho othor slde
1t napors aro doing all they ecan to
n the snti-Christian side and to work up &
PBYChOloLY » 3

T don't see much hope for any kind of a
canpaien for the next year or two Joe Beech is
now in this ecountry and can do all that 1s necossary.
T am, therefore, looking for another job. I think
T eo1ld use my training and my talents in some
hosdtion where I could deal with intornational af-
faire to much greator advantage than I can in a
Chureh. A good deal of the work in a Chureh will
be mighty hard for me. For one thing, I am entirely
too 1iberal for most Churches. I suppose I ghould
definitely have to mugzle my mind and-bocome & con=
servative, and go more or less of a hypoerito.
Isntt that a lovely outlools?




; March 30, 1927.
- 2 =« contimed.

scarcely lmow wvhether to send this

or nots *or the paper this morning ine
the Pe Us 1. Cs people are preparcd

0f eovrse if our governments
§18! wil® be out before this

I think, however, I will

f luek to you all,

o

Yours as ever,







April 5, 1096

Dr, Us B+ Hanly
Chonpgtu
West Chine

Doay Dre lenly:

You have heard long ago about my job
and I hope you approve of 1%, as I am pretty sure
you do, It will give mo or less ovpportunity to do
the work that you espocially want me to do, that is,
sonothing in conncetion with tho schools and cole
lopes. I heve alveady cpoken in sovorael wmniversie=
tios, and am dated for the Class Iin iileoions at tho
big Bpworth League Conforence ab lakeside, Ohlo; in
Auruste I chall keep in closo. tofich with Sholdon
of the Wesloy Foundation who will give me all the
opportunities I can take caro ofs

lirse Yard has deelded to romain at
Vasertowm untll sumer, partly bocause we samnot
get the apaptment wo vant at Vallace 1odge just now,
and partly to allow the glrls to finlish up thelr
yoay in schools liolly 1s proving %o be a pretty
cood studont in spite of the fact that sho did not
entor Firest Year iigh until the {irst wook In
Novembores She 1s now second in her clasas 3Jho Ohe
topred the llew York Timos Contost for Orators on the
contribution of the Unlted States to constltutlonal
government end got honorable montion, which was not
bad for a Froshman,

Jigaboth and Priscilla are due home
on the "lLoviathan®, April 26th. They have written
guch intoresting lotters all winter, You would bo
irmonsoly intercsted in reading thom, I am suro.

They both are developing very well and ere excoodingly

fond of each othors Lligabeth has been accopted 1
swapthmore, and will ontor the Freshman class Thoro
next Septembor. Pleoase tell that to Joeo Beochs I do
not think I have mentioned that fect in my lottors




to hime As 1s quite natural for I iaughter, she 1s
gehind in Mathomaties and rust make up & half year in
pllcge Algebra before she can onter. | wish you were
here to coach her. She sent me an April fool letter
which aectually reached mo on that datey It was all
written in French and she thought she would fool her
old Dad, but I was able to read 1t in spite of hcre
She had, a month ago, read H000 pages of French saince
last Ochobor, and declares she willl read 5000 more Dow
fome sho entors college next fall. She ought to at
lenst qualify for Froshman entrancee She and Priscllla
are now carrying on all thelr conversations with each
other in Freneh in order to get as much as possible ou’®
of 1t while they are still In France.

introduction for
i really want to say in thi sbtor, which is that
hope you will sond me a llst of some or your pealthy
frionds in Iowa to whom I ought to sond llteraturo
8 1f you wil
the bother; one of people who could cO wtribute from $H0e
to P50« per yoaxr war 1list of people who could
make rather large gifts, say $l000. Or moro for cndove
ment purposcs and the 1lke.

time to time shonld like two lists 1

1% IR R D 7 h O A, ko g el Sl e dd

ha second Tallnz L wanv 148 SO0 oL vour
L

“ el &

S
of places In Vest Chlna, particule®ly 1 they are
near Chengtu or the surmer resorts where university peow
ple goe I only want two or throcCs Jim lLowls pgave me &
good suggestion the other dav when he sald it is a good
thing to put & pleture in ‘personal letiers to donors
stating in a paragraph some Interesting thing about the
plecture.

love to all tho
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Kwan Shien, Aug. 24. 1926,

Dear Jim;

Coming up for the summer I found this old letter in my study and
enclogse it as ancient history. I thought it had been sent, Will also
enclose part of & letter to Dr. Boeye, of Mason City. That is the church
which has us on its roll,

The summer has been broken up for some of us., We steyed down until
the last of July because Grace was helping in the women's dormitory, with
more than 60 women there. There were more than twenty in the Bible school
the rest in normal, Miss Tyler had a share in the responsibility after
the first week, and Grace got off the last 24 weeks., They held a 6 wk.
term with good results,

Marian was at Chung-king since Dr., Tsen went to Peking the last of
Jvne and Dr. Poole had appendicitis. Marian had full medical respon-
gibility for five weeks and enjoyed it. It was the usual story of
partial success and some failures. She lost a case of mother in
child-birth, the first she ever lost, she says. Bhe did one Caesarian,
and both mother and child have done well, ‘

She was ten days on the steamer from C-k, to Kiating. The boat
did not have power enough to negotiate the rapids. Finally she stuck
40 1i below Kiating and most of the passengers ot out and went overland,
Marian and the schoolgirl with her arrived at 9-30 P. M. I had been
waiting there eight days, vainly looking out of the up-stairs window for
the gteamer which never came, It was still stalled five days later,

We came up in two and a half day@®, the last 90 1i by auto. The latter
half of the year they say they will build the Troad on to Pen San Shien,
We came at the rate of a 1li & minute which is better than they do here,

When we arrived in Kiating we found three boats tied up, one Butter-
field and Swire's andtwo barrie's. The students would not let them
unload the Asiatic 0il beec2use they were British boats and they were
determined to stop them from coming. - The British Vice-Consul was there
trying to negotiate, but the Official simply would not negotiate., At
last he wrote asking very urgently for an interview and the Official
replied that he really had not time and tuat if he must have an inter-
view he might call on his Secretary the next morning at nine, Of course
the Consul did not reply to this indignity. But do the British really
have the treaty right to go to Kiating? From the fact that they opened
up this interior traffic, there is some reason in their attempt to con-
“tinue it, but I find myself sympathizing with the Chinese in their desire
to curtail this right as much as possible. They are allowed to unload at
Suifu, and finally before we left Kiating they pulled out and went there,

Grace and I are planning to go out more together than heretofore,
I was interested in Li Tsong Kai's attitude. At Conference time he
freely planned that the second and third quarterly conferences should
be administered by me on invitation. REZEM¥YYY I did not hold any second
quarterly conference, it seemedlnnecessary. Recently he planned to go
himself for the third. But th€ last I saw him he thought that perhaps
Tan% ln‘ﬁﬁbhmight g0 as_Wegt China delegate to Shanghai to attend the
c élpeenrde%cne o .reg:?[rc%ir;gnklr;cillegir;g;z ikcl)uz%h" sc; that he would‘stlll have to

i k, and thi _ 18 to plan to do little but
) 118 suitsg me,




Yesterday Miss Brethorst spoke very nighly of lang Bo Tsen's attitude
after the murdeyof MNrs. gibley. He accompanied 1adies cléar out the Rast
Gate to their ‘ e was cursed as "Foreign
Slave." Donald g well known as
he rides a bicycle. Dsang Lin Gao carries the public with him in Tzechw.

Now I will continue the #fg story of water power. Mr. Ki Shu Pin
resigned here add is now Chinese Commissioner of Customs and of Foreign
Affairs at Chung-king. It is a fine position as long as it lasts,., He

$3000 on the ice plant and ordered it sent to him there.
1 do not know what his idea is but preseume he hopes either to sell it
or himself operate., So we may get ice yet.

I spent a week in July surveying. There is no practical chance of
diverting any considerable stream of water from the "Outer Rivers" to
the West Gate and North. But it is easy to send a considerable stream
to the Chin Yang Gung and the gouth Yate from the outer system. This
I have aseertained. Then Mr. Kwan invited me to' survey for water power
here at Kwan Shien and I did it to my sepisfattion. surveyed my
o1d scheme carefully. _

There is an irrigation ditch taken out of the river half a mile above
the Suspension Bridge and running a mile and a half or two miles away
down toward the new Buspension_bridge. My plan was to widen this ditch
into a canal. It igperfectly feasible. I ran nearly turee miles of
levels. Found the fall of the river for a trifle over two miles to be
47% ft. Isn't that wonderful? Giving the canal a slope of 1 to. 1000
and allowing a little for higher floods than the one on when I measured
it, and there is still an effective fall of 34 ft. A ditch 40 ft. wide
and 8ft. deep would furnish water for 5000 horse power. This would be
all they could use now. It would light 125000 lights of the 16 candle
power which they now use. And it would suffice for the first electric

road in West China. It is a fine project, if only the political condi- Iy
tions wgre stable. s
Kwan nas been talking @ out it and has asked me to get figures for g
200 horse power for Kwan Shien. 1 havewritten the jetters for this also, v\

N
3

as well as for the larger project. He thinks the smaller project eould) J
be financed locally. The ditch would have to be 10 ft. wide and 3 deeps |

Thig in Kwan Shien is far and away better than su Ma Teo. 1 also . .,%\
surveyed the power near the arsenal, only 2800 ft. distant. It would y
give as much as 700 horse power for eight or nine months in the year,
and only a 500 ft, canal,

I believe that if a capitalist working on Christian lines with
half a million dollars came here, he might do business even with this
government. My suggestion would be to offer to give tights at 40 cents¥W
2 month, possibly fifty, to develope it gradually, to giyg take s8ix
percent and give the covernment six percent, and write the contract
go that the.Government could buy the company out after ten years or 80, .
I wogld begin with Kwan Shien 300 h. Dp. and then one of the three
turbines and generators for the bigger plant.

I have a very fine map of Kwan Shien, copied and colored, which
3 shogld be glad to send to you or any one interested along this line.
Kwan in talking with me said that he would want to have a foreign
m?na%erfagd engineer for the first five years, even for the smaller
ant o wan Shien. I @hink our Mission would vote to giveme time
oiilgotizlp shgm provided it was po be done in a way whicn prggise@ to
helr public generally. I think I might be of some real help 1n
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71 QUEENS PARK
TORONTO.

December 15, 1926.

Dear Mr, Yard:

Msny thanks for your very
kind note of congratulation on my
new appointment. I am very grateful
for the good wisghes of yourself as
representing the West China Union
Univercsity. I am afraid I have been
a most neglectful member of its
Board. I hope that in the future
1 may be able to keep in closer touch
with its activities.

With kindest regards and
renewed thanks,

Yours sincerely,

James M. Yard Esq.,

West China Union University,
150 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.







Veng Ssu-ming. 1--10-+41
C—

During the past year, with the assistance of the Brltish Doxer
Indernity Fund, I have been dolng my own research on a certain period
of Chinese history. This period is generally called the Six Dynastles
and more accurately called the Wel, Chin, Northern and Southern Dynasties
which lasted from 184-618 A. D.. During this time North China was invaded
by barbaric tribes from the north, Buddhism was introduced and pread
all over China, and a new gentry class was developed to a very :,h-
degree somewhat like the nobility of ancient times. This 1s a period
in Chinese history in some respects vVery girilar to the middle ages
of Europe.

lly research 1s to study the above stated events from a soclal-

peical and cultural point of view; to trace how the barbaric tribes
people were assimilated and how much new elements were introduced into
the Chinese civilization, how the Buddhistic church became g worldly
power and struggled for cadership with the state, and how the new
centry class influenced the political; wconomical and cultural affairs
of that time and thereafter. This 1s a continuation of my former work
of the same nature: 'The 3ocial Classed in China under the Yuan Dynasty!,
whizh was published by the Haprvard-Yenching Institute, Yenching Journal

of Chinese Studles. lonograph seri ' 16 and a part of my work: 'A

gocial History of China' which 1s going be published section by

section.

The above stated work has not been completed during the past

and the resulting thesis or book will be published by the Britis

oxer Indemmity Iund, 1f her ppustees think it is worthwhlle.

®so I am assisted by the same institute to carry it on for another year;
(gt B, B




INFORMATION SHEET
FOR
NOMINEE FOR COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IFELLOWSHIP 3

from

WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE

Neme of nominee: IENG SZU-IING 'fji 2

Present position on staff: INSTRUCTOR, HISTORY.

Record of nominee's teaching service (Itemize by dates, ranks,
institutions.):
1934=-35, Assistant,

J
TOZ0 » P
1958 = Instructor

Record of nominee's academic training (Give detes, places, institutions
degrees.):
Middle School (s):

College (s) (undergraduate):

Graduated B.A. 1933
Universities (post graduate)

raduate vwvorl Yanchin: IMmiverad +~r
acdaua v’ V ] y ( @ LV [ J e

"ﬁ L*IC‘.: _:.{-. ]{—\‘L;.ﬁ
(Note: Enclose as complete a transcript as can be provided on nominee's
undergraduate and graduate work,)

L Spe01al academic act1v1ties - research, writings, etc:

i@y i i & o ¢ va 4
(&) ) ( ) ! 1
.

] M) o

In what subJect would nonlnee specialize if fellowship is provided?7
llodern Western Il ory
Is nominee applying for one year or two years of study?
One (\‘J » or l'f\" i JO L ,,"1‘ .
Would nomlnee plan to return to your unlver81ty ob college to continue

T

in service as member of staff. es .,

Whet financial assistence could university or colleze provide
nominee if fellowship is offered¥?
. To prov1de for h1s or her family in China $*

ffamil

[ Te 3 aa g
L] A i o L0

. wle
b. TFor travel exnenses g * Travel in

*
T A S

g i g

6. For expenses while in America $ * USE50 per month,

o (* Indicate whether amounts are in U.S. or Chinese currency.)

(signature of offlcer fecommendin
nominee)




e § i - i onda = rFinal
Bicle ; g B Credit Term Term Percent
Introduction to i ‘ 4 85 100 02.5
lModern History o3 : o7 08 075
History of Chin Dyna 71

English 80,5 92 90.5
English 90 04 o8
Christian Ethics 02 84 88

Physical Culture 75 75
Religion and Social Order :

80 80 80

85 87.5 86
85 80 8245
06 88 92
9 76 85
vl 05
90 02
83 : 86
80
80

(@ =

o)

Rhetoric & Composition
International Law
English

English Bilography
History of 19th Century
English Essays
Expository English
League of Natlons
Current Events
International

koo aroIo

Helations

i mnals ah 10
© N p g PG PR P N, AR 6 Uk oll. SR 4.
H.Cﬁ%%: General Chinese History é ) | 80°"
Chin, Etymology 4 ' 8365
Eng., 49=50, Modern Drama 4 3 78
Hist, 23=24 Hilistory of the United States 6 3 89
Hist, 37=38 Modern Political Theories 4 ) 00,5
Hist, 39=40 The International Relations
of Modern China
Current Lconomic Problems
of China
Advanced Logic 94.5
General Psychology 89

6 87
6
4
3
How to use your Mind 2 2 89
' 4
4
6

Econom, 7=8
79
Phil, 13=14
Phils &
Ed, 81=82
Econ, 1=2 Principles of Economics o~ 90
June
1833 Enge 135=-14
nge 05=356
Eng., 43=44 Browning
Enge. 59=60 Senior Thesls & Seminar
Econ,11=12 Public PFinance 90
Hist, 7=8 History of the "Chin"®
Dynasty 68

b}

Advanced English Comp,
The Elizabethan Drama

85
87
86

Hist.l3=14
Hist.43=44
Gen.«SC 41=2
Gen.Sc .5=6

History of England
History of Japan
Scientific English
Astronomy

Reglstrar.,

June 26th, 1940,
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INFORMATION SHEET
for
NOMINEE FOR FELTOWSHIP 194142
FROM
WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY

Name of nominee: Meng Szu-minge.
Present position on staff: Instructor, Historye.
Record of nominee's teaching service (Itemize by dates, ranks, institutions.):

1934-35 - Assistant, History, West China Union University
1938 - Instructor, History, West China Union University

Record of nominee's academic training (Give dates, places, institutions, degrees. ):
College (undergraduate): Graduated BeA. 1933 West China Union University

University (post graduate): 1935-38 Graduate work, Yenching University
Graduated Me.A. 1938

Special academic activities = research, writings, etc:
"The Social Class System in China under the Yuan Dynasty", published in
Yenching Journal of Chinese Studies; "The Class System of the Northern
Wei Dynasty" published in Yenching Historical Annual, Vole 2, Noe Se

Tn what subject would nominee specialize if fellowship is provided?
Modern Western History.

Is nominee applying for one year or two years of study?

One year, or two years if possible.

8. Would nominee plan to return to your university to continue in service as member
of staff? Yese

/é/ Lincoln Dsang
(Signature of officer recommending
nominee )




WEST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY - RECORD OF MENG SZU-MING

Subject

1st 2nd

Term

Term

Final
Percent

Chin.
Chin.
Chin.
Eng. 49-50
Hist. 23-24
Hist. 37-38
Hist. 39-40

Econom. 7-8

Phil. 13-14
Phil. 1

Ed. 81-8
Econ. 1-2

Eng. 13-14
Eng. 35-36
Eng. 43-44
Eng. 59-60
Econ. 11-12
Hist. 7-8
Hist. 13-14
Hist. 43-44
Gen.Sc. 1-2
Gen.Sc. 5-6

P ol

Introduction to History
Modern History

History of Chin Dynasty
English

English

Christian Ethics

Physical Culture
Religion and Social Order

Rhetoric & Composition
International Law
English

English Biography
History of 19th Century -
English Essays
Expository English
League of Nations
Current Events
International Relations

Kueh-gu-len-hen

General Chinese History

Etymology

Modern Drama

History of the United States

Modern Political Theories

The International Relations
of Modern China

Current Economic Problems
of China

Advanced Logic

General Psychology

How to Use Your Mind

Principles of Economics

Advanced English Comp.

The Elizabethan Drama
Browning

Senior Thesis & Seminar
Public Finance

History of the "Chin" Dynasty
History of England

History of Japan

Scientific English

Astronomy
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85 100

97
73
89.5
90
9R
5
80

85
85
96
%
91
90
88

98
92
9%
84

80

9205
97-5

90.5
92
88
(i
80

86
82.5
92
85
93
92
86
80
80
85

6 - English =42.

70
85
87
65
88
90

85

80
95
89

920

85
87
86

90
68
90
90
%
85

Registrar.

June 26th, 1940.

85
75
80
91
89
91

89

78
9%

89
85

85
85

80
88
84
85
90
67




corx

-Mdress
Chief Controller
of
Chinese Immigration

Ottawa, June 29, 1944

Dear8ir:

At the request of Reverend Jesse H. Arnup, D.D., of the Board of
Foreign Missions of the United Church of Canada, your temporary admission
for a period of two months has been authorized in order that you may
attend a Beminar conducted by Dr. Sharman at Camp Minnesing which meets
from July 13th to August 25th next.

If you will advise me definitely as to the route you will be follow-
ing in entering Canada suitable instructions will be issued to our Officer
interested, that you ere to be passed without examination other than is
necessary to establish your ldsntity and to complete the forms necessary
for the records of the Department, provided you are in possessi-n of docu-
ments which will permit of your return to the United States, When making
application for such temporary admission you should be in possession of
three copies of your photograph.

Yours truly

/8/ A. L. JOLLIFFE,
Chief Controller.

Meng Bsu-ming, Esq.,

¢/o C, A, Evane, Eaq.,

Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, K, Y.

U.8.A,
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Your letter of August 22nd has just beon received and in
accordance therewith we are enclosing check for $500400. This covers
the balance of the Reserve Fund which waes set up for you as per Mr. Small's
inetructions.

We have also sent a check for $106,00 to the Harvard Trust Company
covering the bill which you emolosed for the second term tuition fees.

I trust you are finding your new work very interestings

lHost sincerely yours,

C. i"Lo m:uls

%{B(olmk)

(mot dickated or signed)
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April 23, 1945

Mr. Meng Ssu-ming
Divinity Hell
Cambridge, Messachusetts

Dear Mr. Meng:
I sm answering your letter of April 20th

and wish to stete that we heve peid the bill which you
enclosed, &8 you requested.

¥e wish to congratulate you on securing the
Herverd-Yenching Fellowship end quite naturelly we will

help you in every wey possible through the Summer School.

The fact thet you have secured this Fellowship is an indi-
cation thet you are making progress and we ere gled with you
for this demonstration of your work., President Chen is still
with us and I will pese on to him your words of greeting.

With every good wish to you, I am

Very truly yours,

C. 2. EVANS







